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This expensive looking artistic shelf started life as a leftover bit of pallet.  Pallets
are great, you can turn them into all sorts of things but you just need to make
sure the quality of the wood is good and strong enough for what you need.  
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4) So once the design was decided, we had to sand the wood,  as pallet
timbers can be very rough and while rustic is nice, splinters aren’t!
This is where an electric sander is much easier and will speed up the
job.  However, they can cause a lot of vibration so you need to be
mindful of how long you use it for before you need to give your arm
a rest.  Always make sure you read the instruction manual with the
tool and make sure you follow the safety instructions.

3) With the design, we went for asymmetrical lines, to keep it looking
rustic and handmade, making sure the imperfections in the wood
would feature wherever possible.  In this instance, we also decided
to keep the rusty nails that were already in the pallet,  as they added
a lovely old rustic quality (we removed them, cut them down so
there were no pointy bits sticking out the back, then used glue to
secure before hammering them back in). 

While measuring is important, don’t be afraid to use your own
judgement as to what looks balanced.  When setting out the design,
we went with what we liked – and we liked the uneven lengths. 

1) Pulling apart a pallet can be a tricky job, so make sure you wear
protective gloves and eyeglasses to protect yourself against broken
splints of wood and nails.  If you have real trouble getting the batons
off the supports in one piece, simply saw them off instead. 

2) If you need some design inspiration, take a look on the internet –
sites such as Pinterest have some fantastic ideas that you can make
your own. 

That’s the beauty of creating something for yourself, you can make it
to suit your needs and add your own special style at the same time.
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7) This is where the measuring tape and spirit level do have to come
out! You do need to make sure your batons are level – you can use a
pencil to mark lines using a carpenters square or even a plastic set
square from your maths set!  Again, we applied a little wood glue to
help hold in place. 

6) We cut two pieces of wood to the correct length (measuring across
the width of the three back pieces, leaving a slight gap from each
side) and this created batons that would be used to further secure
the lengths together.  Although these won’t be seen, sanding them
will add to the overall finish so it’s worth spending the time doing
this.

5) To attach the pieces together, we applied some wood glue along the
side length edges and using a clamp, left it set.  Be careful at this
stage to keep all your pieces lying flat as distortion will cause
problems later on.

8) One of the most useful items you can have in your store is a tub of
mixed nails.  We paid just £2 for these, and they are perfect for
lighter fixing and smaller jobs.  To ensure our baton was completely
secure, we added a couple of nails as well.
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11) So now we needed to drill holes for the dowel to sit in. It can be a
little daunting and accuracy is required, but just take your time to
measure where you need your drill holes to be.  When drilling make
sure you once again follow the safety instructions for the tool you
are using. 

12) Nifty little trick – mark the depth you need to drill to by adding a
little masking tape guide to your drill bit.  By doing this, it makes it
lot easier to achieve the correct depth of hole for your dowel to sit
in.  Remember, you need to do this for both the floating shelf and
the back piece of the shelf, so accurate measuring is key here. 

10) If you have ever assembled flat pack furniture, you are probably
familiar with the little wooden dowels that are used to connect
sections together.  You can buy these by the packet but they are
definitely worth keeping if you have any spares from any flat pack
furniture you have bought.  

9) So far so good.  Now for the tricky bit!  It is easy enough to also use a baton as a shelf support
but we wanted the appearance of a floating shelf, and because of this, it was going to need a
little bit more invisible support. 



16) One completed artistic rustic shelf!  We did not paint or varnish it –
but you can decide on the finish you prefer.  It took some time to
construct, but it is an original piece that will last a lifetime!

15) For good measure, we also added a couple of nails at the back just
for extra stability and strength, and as the finishing touch, screwed in
a hook at the centre of the rear baton so we can hang it on a wall.

14) Now bring it all together!  Line up the shelf and back piece using the
dowels, and gently hammer the two pieces together.  We supported
the shelf using the workbench and a handy wedge of cardboard.

13) Once you are sure everything lines up, dab on some wood glue to
the dowels, and insert them into the back piece of the shelf. 
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NOTES


