
DRAWSTRING BAG

Y Sied Offer – 
The Tool Shed

The First Tool Lending Library 
in Carmarthenshire

This useful bag has a variety of uses both for inside and outside the house.
Simple to make, it can even be made from an old pillowcase.
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DRAWSTRING BAG

Materials Equipment

2 pieces 50cm x 54cm (19 ¾” x21”) 100%
cotton or poly cotton 
2 pieces 15mm wide satin ribbon approx
1.10cm (43”) each
Thread

Sewing machine
Tape measure & Ruler
Scissors
Pins / Tailors chalk 
1 x safety pin
Iron & Ironing Board

• Seam Allowance (included in pattern) Final bag measurements are approx.  45cm square.  It
doesn’t matter if these vary slightly.

• Back stitch seams unless stated.
• A side or the bottom of the bag can be cut on the fold if sufficient fabric.  You can also use a
pillowcase but would need to unpick sides a little to create side openings.

• This bag is made to withstand heavy washing.  A simpler version can be made by overlocking
or zig-zagging the seams at stage 2 (you will also need to finish the side opening edges if you
do this).

Sides and bottom –

1st line 1cm

2nd line 1/2cm
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4) GUSSET – this is not essential, it just helps the bag to sit upright so you can skip if you prefer:
In the corner of the bag, line up the side and bottom seam so it forms a triangle.  Measure 4cm
along the seam from the top point and then mark a line at a right angle to the seam. Stitch
across this line.  Pull the bag right side out and topstitch slightly along bottom seam to hold
triangle flat inside the bag.  Repeat for opposite corner.

1) On the wrong side of the fabric, draw on your chalk lines as indicated on the pattern.  Do this
on both pieces.

2) On the wrong side of the fabric, turn under the side and bottom edges using the chalk lines as a
guide and topstitch in place.  Do this on both pieces.

3) On the sides, mark 10cm down from the top of the bag.  Using 1cm seam allowance and with
right sides together, stitch from this mark starting on one side and continuing all the way
around to the opposite mark.  Press seams open. NB.  Make sure you really secure the start and
end of your stitching as these are pressure points.



6) On the wrong side of the bag, turn and press 1cm from the top of the bag (use the 1st chalk
line as a guide).  Then fold over to meet the 2nd chalk line to form your casing.  Topstitch down
close to lower folded edge.

7) Put a safety pin on one end of a piece of ribbon.  Thread through the casing starting one side
and continuing out and into the next casing.  Pull all the way though and tie the two ribbon
ends together securely.  Repeat with the 2nd piece of ribbon but start threading it through the
opposite side of the casing (this means you will end up with a knot on each side).  To draw up
the bag, simply pull on each knotted piece of ribbon.

(I also topstitched the gusset in place on the outside of the bag (it naturally folds into position
and I simply topstitched close to the folded edge).  Again this isn’t essential).

5) If you wish, you can press and run an additional line of
topstitching on the side openings at the top of the bag
(they are already neat, it will just help your side seams
sit flat.
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