
CHILD’S MOBILE

Y Sied Offer – 
The Tool Shed

The First Tool Lending Library 
in Carmarthenshire

We used the theme of The Cat and the Fiddle poem but you can chose any
theme you like – Outer Space, a Farmyard or you could even represent your own
family!  The choice is endles.  Made out of left-over duvet fabric from our Nappy
Storage Bag project, this cheerful mobile is enough to make adults as well as

children smile!
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CHILD’S MOBILE

Materials Equipment

12 x pieces fabric approx. 20cm square each
6 x pieces felt approx. 15cm square each
12 x pieces Vilene approx. 15cm square
2 x coloured thread (1 matching, 1 contrast)
Felt balls (optional)
Shearing or cord elastic
Ribbon (optional)
2 x dowel rods or similar
Selection of printed characters

Sewing machine
Embroidery foot
Binding foot or similar
Scissors – paper and fabric
Pencil
Needle (if using felt balls)

Notes:
• The mobile will be viewed from a height so bear this in mind when choosing your thread
colour – any details you want to be seen should be sewn in a colour that will be in contrast to
your fabric.

• Backstitch unless stated otherwise.

1) Decide on which fabrics you want to use together – both sides
will be visible so you can choose to contrast your fabrics or
match them.  We chose to contrast them so we had a different
view as the mobile moved. 

2) Start by fixing your Vilene centrally to the reverse side of each
of your fabric pieces – we used an iron on version. 
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3) Lay one fabric piece flat, right
side facing down and then
place a felt piece in the centre.
Place a second fabric piece,
this time with the right side
facing upwards, on top of
these.  Pin around the sides
through all layers.

4) Using a large stitch, sew two
lines from top to bottom and
side to side centrally to hold
the layers in position.

5) Cut around the outline of your chosen paper template
character.  Now, place this onto your prepared fabric piece.
Using a pencil and making your mark clear enough to see but
not too heavy, draw around the shape, keeping it in the centre
of the fabric (you can pin it on to hold it if easier).  Check you
have all of the shape transferred before removing the paper.
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6) Using the embroidery foot and
setting your machine for free
embroidery, sew along the
pencil outline taking care to
follow the line as closely as
possible.

7) Now comes steady hand time!
Using a sharp pair of scissors,
cut carefully around the edge
of your stitched shape cutting
approx.  2/3mm away from the
stitch line.

8) Using your binder (or similar foot), now stitch a row of zig zag all the way around your cut
shape, taking care to follow the edge of your original stitched line.  NB, your zig zag should start
on your original stitch outline and cover the 2/3mm left along the edge.

9) We now need to stitch any details – you can draw these on freehand or you can simply cut the
details out from your paper template a stage at a time and draw around them.  Once drawn on,
sew along the line, this time going over it several times so that the outline stands out N.B. If you
are using a contrast colour, you may find one or two lines are sufficient.



10) To finish, attach a length of elastic securely using a zig zag stitch
NB.  Allow enough length for hanging and extra to tie to the
dowel.

11) Repeat steps 1 to 10 for your remaining characters.

HANGING

1) Decide on the placement of your characters.
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2) Tie securely to your dowel pieces at the point you want them
to hang.  Optional – We also attached some felt balls to our
mobile to add some interest.  We simply secured the elastic to
them with a few stitches.

3) We covered our dowel with ribbon, cutting a length long
enough to wrap around from end to end.  Secure to one end
and wrap evenly along the whole of one dowel, taking care to
keep the elastic hanging free as you wrap. 

4) Find the centre point of both dowel pieces and secure
together with strong thread and then, as in step 3, wrap
another piece of ribbon around the second dowel, covering the
centre thread as you do so. 

5) Finally, tie a length of ribbon to the centre of the dowel to hang
it up.
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One mobile finished and ready for
your little one to watch as they drift
off to sleep. J


